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Landslide
danger in
Phuket’s
mountains

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN

The Department of Mineral Resources
will send officials to keep watch on
landslide-prone areas on the tourist
island of Phuket next week.

Department spokesman  Adichart
Surinkam said the western part of Phu-
ket is at risk of landslides becausa it is
a4 mountainous area with many
buildings,

The move followed a minor fandslicle
on Monday, when mountain soil slid
down and damaged a home built on a
slope in the Patong area of Kathu district.
The house owner was slightly injured,

Mr Adichart said owners of houses
huilt on mountainows areas in Phuker
must be on high alert tor landslides es-
pecially in the rainy season.

Fle said these structures block water-
ways. Since there is no way for water to
drain from mountains, the soil is soaked
with wiater and eventually slides dowrn.

Ihe department had listed the area
as o landslide-risk zone, but real estate
developers ignored this and continued
to build, Mr Adichart said.

According to the department's land-
slide warning map, 14 villages in nine
tambons of Muang Phuket, Kathu and
Thalang districts have been identified
as risk zones.

"Phuket is overcrowded with many
buildings constricted on high slopes
although the law prohibits land use on
such high land,"" Mr Adichart said.

The Natural Resources and Environ-
mment Ministry's 2000 regulation on land
and environmental protection prahibics
construction projects in areas with a
slope of more than 50 degrees,

Mr Adichart sald local administration
organisations are responsible for en-
forcing land use regulations.

Officials would also be sent (o tmonitor
the landslide situation in Nakhon Si
Thammarat's Nap Phi Tham and Phipun
districts, which were struck by severe
flooding earlier this year.

Thida Kanchana, a member of o land-
slide warning nerwork based in Kathu
district, said landslides have become
more freguent in Phuket and locals were
living in fear of a major disaster,

“We can't sleep durlng the heavy rain.
Weare really afrald of landslides. There
are a lot of resorts and lodgings which
put the island at a8 greater risk of
landslides,"” she said.

Bangkok Post
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